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Ah…Summer By Roberta McManus 
 

Summer – two syllables with so much promise – the promise of relaxation, fireflies, cool evening 
breezes, and sand between your toes.  Summer – a word that brings a smile to your face with the 
promise of sleeping late, water ice, travel, baseball games, and lazy, hazy days.   Summer is a word 
that gladdens the hearts of young students, always. Summer has always been magical to me – how 
could it not be after so many years as a student and then teacher? I have fond memories of standing 
with colleagues as they waved goodbye to all those happy kids on busses and then turning back into 

the school where “School’s Out for the Summer” was 
blasting through the intercoms at top volume.  It always 
made me want to turn cartwheels.  (Believe me, the spirit 
was willing, but the body -  not so much!) Summer is a time 
to shift gears and try new things.  
 
Ah…summer!  How will you spend this new season?  I 
imagine that the lists are endless – gardening, visiting family 
and friends, reading more books, hoping the Phils show 
improvement, traveling the roads or friendly skies, and 
being thankful for air conditioning.  This issue will offer you 
some ideas for spending your time, being mindful of your 
health, and news of your friends and activities here at LLI.  
Van Morrison sings that “These are the days of the endless 
summer. These are the days, the time is now.”  So, put up 
your feet, grab your favorite cool beverage, listen to the 
birds sing, relax, and ENJOY!! 
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Instructors interested in teaching in the fall 
semester must submit their course proposal 
by Monday, June 26th. All fall courses MUST 
be submitted before this date to allow 
appropriate time for review, editing, and 
formatting. If you need to complete a course 
proposal please CLICK HERE to be directed 
to the online form.  
 
The Fall 2017 program will be mailed at the 
beginning of August and registration will be 
processed on a first-come first-serve basis.  

The ten week fall semester begins on Monday, September 11th and will end on Friday, 
November 17th. Session A will begin September 11th and run until October 13th and Session B 
will begin October 16th and run until November 17th. There is NO CLASS on Friday October 
6th as the University is closed.  Classes that meet on Fr iday for the full semester  will only 
meet 9 times. Friday classes in Session A will only meet 4 times.  

   New Member Orientation 

Do you know someone interested in joining the LifeLong Learning Institute? The New Member 
Orientation is the ideal opportunity to learn more about the program, ask questions, and meet other 
new members.  
 
Attend the orientation on Thursday, August 24th at 11:00am in Loyola Hall, room 116. 

X 

10 Week Classes: September 11th-November 17th 
Session A: September 11th - October 13th 
Session B: October 16th - November 17th 

http://www.immaculata.edu/cll/lifelong-learning/instructor


Summer is the perfect time to pack a lunch and sit outside with 
friends to enjoy the beautiful weather. Traditional undergraduate 
students don’t have as many summer classes so take advantage of 
the empty parking lot, open classrooms, and picnic benches!  
 
Summer also means there are changes to the typical dining options 
on campus. The Immaculatte and Loyola Market will both be 
CLOSED during the summer semester. Below are the hours for 
the Nazareth Dining Hall: 
 
Breakfast: 8:00am-10:00am 
Lunch: 11:30am-1:30pm 
 
*Beginning June 9th the University practices ‘half-day Fridays’ 
which means MOST offices will close at 12pm on Friday and the 
dining hall is only open until 11:30am on Fridays.  

  Summer Hours  

Dome Restoration 
Scaffolding will start to go up in June in order to reach the highest point of our 
campus.   Repairs will be made and windows will be replaced. 
 
Loyola Hall Classroom Upgrades 
The first floor classrooms of Loyola Hall will be undergoing a “facelift”.   Rooms will be 
painted and new classroom furniture will replace the outdated and random specimens we have 
today.  New blinds, whiteboards, ceiling tiles, lighting, and refurbished floors will also be a 
part of the refresh. 



Summer Trivia - by Jeanne McFeely 
 

 1. In which three Shakespearean plays does the character Falstaff appear? 
 2. Who wrote "Beware of all enterprises which require new clothes, and not rather a new wearer of             
 clothes"? 
 3. Who was the first American to win the Nobel prize for literature? 
 4. What book is generally credited as the first modern English novel? 
 5. What E.L. Doctorow novel was adapted for a 1981 movie and a 1998 Broadway musical? 
 6. Who was the bard of Camden? 
 7. In which play is a foundling discovered in a handbag? 
 8. Who is the sadistic schoolmaster in Dicken's Nicholas Nickleby? 
 9. Which American won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry four times? 
10. Who wrote "Parting is all we know of heaven, And all we need of hell"? 

The first LLI Food Drive was a 
HUGE success with 160 

pounds of food collected! 



  LLI Faculty Spotlight - Nancy Rosenberger 
  By Roberta McManus 

In talking with Nancy Rosenberger, her passions for 
education, books, and people are quite evident.  It is obvious 
that she has great enthusiasm for and derives great joy from 
blending the three.  About six years ago, Nancy was invited 
to attend a Wednesday Brown Bag lunch to hear a lecture on 
the Quaker faith where people expressed a desire to learn 
more.  That lunchtime talk led to Nancy’s involvement with 
senior learners.  After forty years of a teaching career, Nancy 
realized that she missed the classroom and its excitement.  
Those who attended her first class on Quakerism were so 
enthusiastic that she felt that she had found a new home.   
Since then, Nancy has taught classes on the short story, 
essay, poetry, Toni Morrison’s Beloved, critical/creative 
thinking, Marilyn Robinson’s Housekeeping and Gilead, and 
more.  Most of these are classes that she had never taught 
before and, to date, Nancy hasn’t repeated any of her class 
offerings.  

 
Nancy particularly loves the building of a community of learners and circles of trust in her classes.  
Listening is key.  Because of the participants’ maturity, life experiences, and warm camaraderie, this 
former English teacher sees the works of authors from new and different perspectives.  This 
stimulates her to continue reading and researching.  Her plan is to teach a course this fall on 
Masterpieces of the American Theatre:  The Crucible,  Streetcar Named Desire,  and Death of a 
Salesman. 

 
In addition to her teaching at Immaculata, Nancy keeps busy as a volunteer tutor for younger 
children, a teacher of Quaker children, a gardener, and the Chair of a committee dedicated to building 
community and to supporting dialogue in our area. Nancy especially takes great joy in keeping in 
touch with many of the students that she has taught throughout her career.  She is also a writer of 
poetry as you can see elsewhere in this newsletter. As you may imagine, Nancy is a great collector of 
books and an enthusiastic reader. One of her favorite authors is Charles Dickens. Nancy doesn’t like 
to be reading just one book at a time. She is currently juggling  A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 
Towle, Thoreau: A Life of the Mind by Robert D. Richardson, The Art of Listening by Erich Fromm, 
Mr. Memory, the poetry of Phillis Levin, Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates, Women 
Who Run with Wolves: Myths and Stories of the Wild Woman Archetype, a gift from a former student, 
and On Dialogue by David Bohm. But you may be surprised to know that she is also a daily reader of 
several comic strips, especially Zits and Pickles. It’s always great to start a morning with a chuckle!  

 
Lastly, Nancy admires lifelong learners  and, with her substitute of the pronoun, sums up her feeling 
with this quote from Bob Dylan, “She who is not busy being born is busy dying.”  That sums up the 
importance of LLI@Immaculata very nicely! 

 

 



Volunteer Opportunities by Marie Elena Stotler 
In 1978, I planted an eighteenth century herb garden.  I needed 

a bee skep (hive) to place in it to attract bees for pollination.  I found 
an Amish man in Lancaster who taught me the craft of weaving rye 
baskets. 
 Mr. Cockerham, my neighbor, grew the grain for bedding for 
his cows and horses.  He would give me a week to harvest it before he 
baled it.  I would cut one-third of an acre on my hands and knees, 
using a hedge clipper.  That is my favorite part of this craft – having 
the wind blow across the field, alone with nature, and harvesting the 
rye grass. I then wove my first bee skep.  Since then, I have created 
several thousands. 
 The Chadds Ford Historical Society, in 1980, asked me to 
demonstrate my craft at their fall fair called Chadds Ford Days.  After 
three years, I became Chairwoman of the Colonial Demonstrators. 
The demonstrators do not sell their wares, although orders may be 
taken. We can always use volunteers.  If you choose to help the more than 20 colonial demonstrators 
by “table sitting” during breaks, we will provide you with colonial costumes and lunch. This year, the 
two day event will take place on Sept 9 from 10am to 7 pm and on Sept 10 from 10am to 5 pm.  
Volunteers are also needed in other areas (no costume needed) as 
there will be  Revolutionary War reenactors, brewers, vintners, 
antique cars, events for children, and live music present during 
the two day event.  If you are interested in volunteering, please 
call me at 610.644.2782.  The money raised benefits the Chadds 
Ford Historical Society.  
 
Come, visit us, “Under the Trees”.  We are the ones in 18th 
century Quaker clothing.    

POST SCRIPT by Rober ta McManus 
 
It is my belief that Marie is being WAY too modest in the above article.  Her passion for this colonial 
craft is widely known and her expertise has been recognized with articles in the magazines Country 
Gardens, Early American Life, and Victoria in addition to the book American Baskets by Robert 
Shaw.  Also, Marie creates many types of baskets including heart-shaped and bread baskets.   Her 
interest in bee skeps has not only led her to collect nine skeps that are over 166 years old but also to 
collect honey pots, create bee related decorations, and make cakes in the shape of the hives.  
Unsurprisingly, Marie buys honey and utilizes it along with the many herbs she has grown to create 
delicious treats.  Marie also has a jewelry collection of all things bees.  Her skills as a watercolor 
artist are also recognized. And in 1993, Marie was asked to create a Christmas decoration for display 
on the tree in the Clinton White House. She traveled to D.C. to view her ornament hanging on the 
tree in the Blue Room. While dressed in her colonial garb, Marie joined other crafters around the tree 
and just then, snow began to fall in the dusk of the evening – a magical moment. Marie’s passion has 
led to her volunteering and sharing her colonial craft and interests with many others. 



 Honey bees have been around for millions of years and are vital pollinators of crops and 
flowers. Honeybees were first brought to this continent in the 17th century. 

 
 What’s that buzz?  Honey bees beat their wings an amazing 200 times per second! 

Incredibly, they can fly up to six miles with a maximum speed of up to 15 mph.  
 
 To collect around 4 cups of honey, the bees in a hive will travel about 90,00 miles.  One 

bee will visit 50 – 100 flowers in each trip out of the hive.  
 
 A typical bee colony contains one queen and about 20,000 to 60,000 other bees. The 

queen bee has the job of filling the hive with eggs.  In the summer, she can lay up to 
2,500 eggs per day. The worker bees that do all of the work are all females.  The larger 
male drones have one job – mating. After this job is done and before food becomes 
scarce, the females usually force the surviving males out of the nest.  

 
 Bee skeps have long been woven from rye grasses because that is such a tough grain 

that mice won’t eat it. 
 
 Skeps existed in the ancient cultures of Egypt, China, Greece, and Ethiopia.  The bell 

shaped skep that Marie makes is one that was historically used in Great Britain, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, and West Africa.  

  
 Nowadays, colonial bee skeps are no 

longer legal to use for honey collection 
because the swarm can’t survive the 
harvesting of the honey. The modern 
wooden bee hive has evolved from the 
wooden box first invented and patented 
by Philadelphia-born clergyman 
Reverend Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth in 
1851.  These boxes allow bees to survive 
the harvest. 

 



 Join a Club 

First Friday of each Month 
1:15pm in Loyola Hall room 219 
June 2        Lord of the Flies- William Golding 
July 7        Arthur and George- Julian Barnes 
August 4   Hero of the Empire- Candice Millard 

1st and 3rd Friday of each month 
10:00am, meet in front of the Gabriele Library 
Summer Semester Dates: 
June 2nd 
June 16th 

Every Monday 
12:30-2:30pm 
Located in the Mac Shack in the lower 
level of Good Counsel Hall 



Did you realize this region is marketed as the  Garden Capital of North America because there are 
over 30 gardens in a 30 mile radius? This website is a wonderful directory of all the gardens, a map, 
and a sorting option to view the 30 gardens by region, interest and type.   
https://gardenwriters.org/ 
 
This summer promises lots of new exhibits in our local gardens.  I’ve listed a few highlights to whet 
your appetite: 
 
Longwood Gardens 
Imagine what you could do if you had 2 years and $90 million dollars to restore 
a national treasure. I was fortunate to get a ‘sneak peak’ of this huge project as a 
volunteer before it’s unveiled to the public, Memorial Day Weekend.   
Longwood has installed a new laser fountain system and a state of the art sound 
system that are simply breathtaking.  The fountains will run at scheduled times 
throughout the day and evening. The pump house has been renovated and there 
is a lovely terrace where refreshments may be purchased.  There is also a new 
grotto and a new elevator.  It is now possible to walk 360 degrees around the 
fountains and view them from all sides.  The fireworks have been reinstated for 6 
nights this summer, each one with a different musical theme.   
For more information, go to: https://longwoodgardens.org/ 
 
The Morris Arboretum is featuring 57 Kinetic Wind Sculptures!   
If you’ve ever been to the Maine Botanical Garden, you may be familiar with  
Lyman Whitaker’s  sculptures.  We are SO lucky that the Morris Arboretum has 
arranged for his kinetic wind sculptures to be at the Morris from now until 
Columbus Day Weekend.  As the arboretum website explains his work, the 
sculptures “are organic in nature and dependent upon their natural surroundings 
to provide their movement.”. And they are all for sale!! 
For more information, go to https://news.upenn.edu/news/new-morris-
arboretum-motion-exhibit-features-kinetic-wind-sculptures 
 

The Tyler Arboretum is featuring Giant Bugs! 
For those of you looking forward to your grandchildren visiting here, you may want to take them to 
the Tyler Arboretum.  Ten giant bug sculptures are waiting to amaze and entertain walkers and 
picnickers this summer.  As Tyler Arboretum’s literature explains, their Arboretum will “feature 
enormous garden sculptures made entirely from natural 
materials by the Long Island artist, David Rogers.   Big 
Bugs introduces visitors to a  17-ft. long dragonfly, a 4-ft. 
wide spider in a 15-ft. web, and invites you to picnic with 25 
feet long ants!” 
For more information visit: https://www.tylerarboretum.org/
big-bugs/ 
 

  Summer Garden Fun! 
  By Sharon Richardson 

Continued on next page... 

https://gardenwriters.org/
https://longwoodgardens.org/
https://news.upenn.edu/news/new-morris-arboretum-motion-exhibit-features-kinetic-wind-sculptures
https://news.upenn.edu/news/new-morris-arboretum-motion-exhibit-features-kinetic-wind-sculptures
https://www.tylerarboretum.org/big-bugs/
https://www.tylerarboretum.org/big-bugs/


What do Tyler Arboretum, the Morris Arboretum, Mt. Cuba, Winterthur and the Delaware Botanical 
garden all have in common?  Keep reading for the answer . . . . 
 
All of them are members of The AMERICAN HORTICULTURE SOCIETY .  If you are a member 
of any of these gardens, you are already a member of AHS and you may use your membership card to 
get into hundreds of gardens all over the country.   
List of member gardens may be found at http://ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/rap/the-garden-
guide 
 
Also, the Brandywine Treasure Trail Passport is a great way to explore some of the nicest gardens in 
our region over the summer months.  The Chamber of Commerce is selling a pass that is valid from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day in 11 different gardens and museums in the Brandywine River Valley.  
The pass is only $45/individual or $95 for a family (of 5!) membership.   
Website: https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/bmga/ 

  Cont...Summer Garden Fun! 
  By Sharon RIchardson 

“No two gardens are the same. No two days are the same in one garden.” 
 ~Hugh Johnson 

http://ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/rap/the-garden-guide
http://ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/rap/the-garden-guide
https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/bmga/


     Exploring IU 

Take a Walk Around Campus 

The Muddy Macs garden club recently planted vegetables near 
the McIntyre Greenhouse located behind Loyola Hall. Feel free 
to take a walk by the green house during a classroom break to 
enjoy what promises to be a bountiful harvest.  

There are several  benches and picnic tables within close walking 
distance to Loyola Hall. Take advantage of the beautiful summer 
weather to chat with friends outside or enjoy lunch.  



  Earth Day March for Science in Philadelphia 
  By Jim Myers 

For years, I have recognized the annual day to honor the efforts 
of environmental activists, but never have I taken part in any of 
the observances.  In the last year or so, I have become more 
sensitive about the needs to protect not only natural wildlife, but 
also resources crucial for human health and survival, including 
fresh water, air quality, and energy production.  One book that 
has greatly informed me is This Spaceship Earth, which clearly 
describes the ways in which air and water quality all over the 
world are deteriorating due to pollution and the use of fossil 
fuels for energy production.  The book also outlines measures 
we, as individuals, can take to reduce these effects to help 
sustain our global ecosystem for the health of future generations. 
 
This year, Earth Day was observed on Saturday, April 22nd.  In cities across the country, concerned 
citizens organized a March for Science.  Philadelphia was no exception, but I was late in learning the 
details.  On Friday, April 21st, a friend and neighbor mentioned wanting to join in the march, which 
would begin at City Hall and end at Penn’s Landing.   
 
I decided to check out some details. I used Google and found out the march would begin forming at 
10:00 am and end around 2:00 pm. I also checked out the parade route and discovered it was only 1.7 
miles. This looked easy enough, and that convinced me to do it.  I checked the SEPTA schedule and 
found a train leaving Thorndale around 9:00 am and arriving at Suburban Station a few minutes after 
10.  But then I checked the weather forecast.  The prediction was for balmy temperatures, but cloudy 
with a strong probability of rain.  This bothered me at first, but in a way, it encouraged my 
determination to carry on with my plan. 
 
I would travel light, and take a couple of plastic ponchos in case of rain.  The next morning after 
breakfast, I equipped myself with cell phone, a half bottle of water, and a hooded windbreaker.  I 
stuffed the ponchos into the pockets of my cargo pants.  My wife dropped me off at the SEPTA 
station. 
 
The train had plenty of empty seats when I boarded, but at the next stop in Downingtown, more 
people got on and some were carrying signs, indicating to me that they were heading for the march.  
As our train proceeded toward the city, more people with signs and backpacks were boarding at every 
stop.  A man who boarded at Malvern sat in the empty seat next to me.  A geologist who studies 
environmental impacts in Pennsylvania, he told me that since the 1980s, unregulated dumping of coal 
tailings has resulted in 2,000 miles of dead streams in our state. 
 
Soon after the Malvern stop, there was standing-room only on the train. Many were in small groups 
of family and friends. Lots of people were carrying signs, but I had to wait until the parade was 
forming to be able to read them.  I got off at Suburban Station and followed the crowd to the City 
Hall atrium, where the march was forming.   
 
 

Continued on next page... 



  Cont...Earth Day March for Science in Philadelphia 
  By Jim Myers 

The march was very informal.  No bands, hors-
es, or fire trucks led the way.  At 11 o’clock we 
gradually headed out of City Hall onto Chest-
nut Street and headed eastward.  No great hur-
ry, just a relaxing pace that accommodated all 
ages of participants.  Police presence was evi-
dent all along the way, but there were no argu-
ments, yelling, or disturbances of any kind.  I 
chatted with other marchers, but did not make 
any new acquaintances.  Along the sidewalks, I 
sometimes overheard spectators referring to us 
as protestors.  I can understand where that 
came from, because some of the signs had clear political connotations.  
 
As the noon hour approached, I was getting hungry, and I was within sight of Penn’s Landing.  I de-
cided to drop out of line for a while, and headed to a nearby shop for a cheese steak sandwich.  The 
place was well occupied, but I found an opening at a long table where others were sitting.  I chatted 
with a married couple from Alaska who were on a driving tour.  I mentioned the retreating glaciers 
that I remembered from visiting that state in 2006.  The woman said she didn’t mind the warming 
trend, because it’s more comfortable.  The man said, “Oh, it goes through cycles; it will get cold 
again…” I thought to myself, “Not in your lifetime.”  
 
After lunch, I walked toward the pier leading to Penn’s Landing.  A small band was playing, but I no-
ticed some rain drops.  I listened to the band for a while, but the rain gradually increased, so I decided 
not to venture out to the pier to hear the scheduled speakers.  Maybe I missed something, but I turned 
around and headed back to the SEPTA station.  I used my poncho, and I saw lots of people with um-

brellas.  I had no trouble surviving the 
day, and felt satisfied by being a part of a 
positive movement.  



For more information: Call 484-323-3236 or email: aatkins@immaculata.edu 

LLI at IU Needs You! 
Teach with Us! 

We need instructors to help make 
the LifeLong Learning Institute the 

best it can be! 
 

Share your hobby, expertise, 
interest, or passion with your peers! 

 
Help the Institute and 
Help the LLI members  

To expand our diverse courses 
 

It’s rewarding 
It’s important 
and it’s fun 

 
Please call or email Amanda Atkins 
with your questions about how to 

become a LifeLong Learning 
Instructor. See contact information 

below. 



  Here Comes the Sun 
   By: Roberta McManus 

After winter and a spring with many cloudy days, isn’t it just 
glorious to exit a building and raise our faces to the sun?  It is, 
only if your face is covered in sunscreen!  ALL ages, including 
we seniors, must be mindful of the dangerous cumulative 
effects that ultraviolet rays from the sun have on our skin.  Our 
DNA is changed by repeated exposure to these UV rays and these changes lead to wrinkles, 
sunburns, age spots, and sometimes, cancer.  Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer in 
Americans. Statistics indicate that one in five Americans will develop skin cancer in their lifetime. 
There are three basic kinds: basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, and melanoma, the most 
dangerous.  In May, Skin Cancer Awareness Month tries to remind us to be careful out there in the 
sun. Here are a few tips for you. 
 
Many professional medical organizations remind people to partner with their doctors in being vigilant 
about moles.  Give yourself (and your partner) a monthly skin check and ask a doctor for at least one 
check per year. The check is as simple as following your ABCDEs – asymmetry, border, color, 
diameter, and evolution.  Examine each of your moles.  Are there any that are asymmetrical in shape 
(one half doesn’t match the other)?  Is the border irregular?  Is the color of the mole not uniform or 
has changed?  Is the diameter of your mole larger than that of a pencil eraser?  And is the mole 
evolving or changing?  If the answer to any of these questions is yes, then consult a physician. Bear 
in mind, having these symptoms is not a diagnosis – that requires a physician. Early detection is key.  
The good news about skin cancer is that it is preventable! To avoid being among the over 4 million 
Americans treated for skin cancer this year, follow these easy rules: 
 
1. Slip on a shirt, especially between the hours of 10am and 4 pm when the sun’s rays are the 
strongest. For those of you who spend hours outside, many companies are now producing clothing 
that blocks the ultraviolet radiation. 
 
2. Slop on that sunscreen. Use sunscreen daily – even on cloudy days and throughout the winter.  The 
American Cancer Society’s recommendation is to use an SPF of at least 30 and reapply often.  Your 
sunscreen should be “broad spectrum” meaning it is protective against both UVA and UVB rays.  
Read the small print on the label.  Make using sunscreen part of your daily routine. 
 
3. Slap on a hat. You can find hats made with material that blocks UV radiation.  And for those of you 
who think that a baseball cap is enough, remember your ears and the back of your neck (and maybe 
some thinning spots on your scalp) are still exposed.  A different hat or sunscreen is required! 
 
4.  Seek out the shade!  Be aware of the reflective nature of snow, water, and sandy surfaces. 
 
5.  Slide on your sunglasses.  Eyes can also develop cancer. 
 
Have other questions?  Your physician is your best guide. When asked what advice he would give 
seniors about sun protection, Dr. David Hoffman of Brandywine Valley Family Care replied, “Tell 
them that it is never too late to start protecting themselves.”   It is important for us to be active and 
outdoors.  But as we enjoy the sunshine, be sure to use some sun sense! 



Fire in the Sky by Roberta McManus 

Mark your calendars!  August is promising to bring excitement and fire in the sky.  Two big 
astronomical events will occur in late summer.  One will occur for the first time in 99 years and the 
other is a yearly event.  One is a daytime phenomenon and the other occurs late at night or in the wee 
hours before dawn.   
 
Remember the John Denver song “Rocky Mountain High”?  Did you know that the line “I’ve seen it 
raining’ fire in the sky” described his view from the Rockies of a fireball in the Perseid Meteor 
Shower?  This annual event occurs every summer.  Typical years can provide about 80 meteors an 
hour.  This meteor shower is a result of the earth’s orbit passing through the dust and debris left 
behind by the Comet Swift-Tuttle. These tiny pieces burn up as they enter our atmosphere. Since 

these dusty particles are traveling so quickly, you 
can see the blazing trail across the sky.  But 
watch carefully – these shooting stars go by 
quickly! You can try to see meteors between July 
17 and August 24, but the peak viewing days will 
be on Aug 12 and 13.  This year’s view will be 
hampered by a three-quarter moon.  To see 
nature’s show, give your eyes time to adjust to 
the dark.  Of course, being away from city lights 
is best.  Where to look?  This shower is named 
for the constellation, Perseus, since many of the 
meteors seem to radiate from there.  Just look at 
the northeast sky – the meteors can seem to come 
from anywhere.  Many astronomers suggest that 
for the most activity, you should look in the 
hours right before dawn.  Let’s hope for a 
cloudless night and a spectacular show!  
 

 
A little more than a week later, the next event is the total solar eclipse that will occur across a strip of 
America almost 2500  miles long and 75 miles wide.  Remember what you learned in science class 
long ago: a total solar eclipse occurs when the disk of the moon completely covers the disk of the sun 
as the moon comes between earth and the sun.  This quirk of space geometry lines up every eighteen 
months. However, this is the first total solar eclipse to travel from sea to shining sea across the USA 
since 1918!  It will cross into our country on August 21 near Depoe Bay, Oregon at 10:16 PDT 
(Pacific Daylight Time) and leaves at Cape Island, South Carolina at 2:49 EDT (Eastern Daylight 
Time) - only ninety-three minutes coast to coast. The totality at any one site will last for a maximum 
of 2 minutes and 40 seconds. Scientists have been preparing for this event for quite a while.  Rumors 
are that hotel rooms have been booked under the projected path of the moon’s shadow for over a 
year.   Relay stations of computers and telescopes are being set up to study the eclipse with no 
interruptions.  A scientifically equipped observatory, in a jet, has been practicing its flight and 
planned computations. As daylight turns dark, areas of study will include the sun’s corona, gravity 
waves, space weather, and its impact on the electrical utility grid. 



Fire in the Sky cont. by Roberta McManus 

This cosmic sight will be seen in 12 states.  Unfortunately, Pennsylvanians will only be able to see a 
partial solar eclispe.  This area should find about 75% of the sun’s surface covered by the moon. And 
it is important to know that looking directly at the sun during an eclipse is very dangerous – it can 
lead to eye damage and even blindness.  Never look at an eclispe without scientifically approved eye 
protection. (Info on those protective solar glasses can be found on the internet.) Sunglasses do not 
provide this necessary protection.  To safely watch a partial eclipse, a pinhole camera can be easily 
created that allows you to see a projection of the eclipse rather than looking directly at it. A video on 
its easy construction from household items can be found  at http://www.space.com/15737-safely-sun-
build-shoebox-pinhole-camera-video.html  (These “cameras” with tiny pinholes are also useful for 
looking at sunspots.) 

 
The event will be covered on TV, the internet, and be photographed across the country.  States are 
arranging viewing events, transporation is being arranged, festivals are planned (some lasting several 
days), and campsites are being booked. The Great American Total Solar Eclipse promises to be 
spectacular!  Mark your calendars and enjoy science in the news on August 12th and 21st! 

http://www.space.com/15737-safely-sun-build-shoebox-pinhole-camera-video.htmlThe
http://www.space.com/15737-safely-sun-build-shoebox-pinhole-camera-video.htmlThe


     Asparagus Rollups 

Who knew that conjuring up a new recipe can earn you a prize of  $250?  That is exactly 
what happened to Caroline Cassels when she submitted to a magazine her recipe for 
Asparagus Rollups!  They were recently enjoyed by LLI members of the five week wine 
class at their concluding dinner.  Caroline finds that everyone enjoys them and she has 
been asked to share the recipe with LLI members.  She says the secret is the garlic-basil 
mayonnaise that is used. Enjoy! 
 
 
Ingredients: 
 
 3/4 cup mayonnaise 
 2 small garlic cloves, smashed 
 1 1/2 Tablespoons fresh minced basil  (more basil if you 

wish) 
 I loaf Pepperidge VERY THIN white bread 
 I bunch asparagus, thin are best 
 
 
 

 
 
Instructions: 
 Combine mayo, garlic and basil and set aside. 
 Trim asparagus so that a bit will hang over the end of 
 each roll.  
 Blanch it for at least two minutes then place the 
 asparagus in a cold water bath to cool.  
 They are then dried by placing them on paper towels 
 or a kitchen towel. 
 Remove crusts from bread and place bread in two 
 stacks under kitchen towel to keep it slices from 
 drying out. 
 Using a rolling pin, flatten a few slices at a time by 
 rolling once in each direction. 
 Spread each slice with about 2 teaspoons of the 
 mayonnaise mixture.  
 Place a stalk at one end and roll. 
 Store seam side down and covered until serving. 

Hostas' blooms bobbing 
Lavender bells on a stalk 
Bumble bees ring them. 
 
Winged emerald sips 
sugar water from plastic 
blooms — “No matter,” he 
hums. 
 
Japanese beetles 
Garden’s alien craftsmen 
Gnaw leaves into lace. 
 
By Nancy Rosenberger 



LLI Spring Picnic - May 11, 2017 



Take a Deep Breath with Chair Yoga 
Instructor: Roberta Matz 
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Summer Trivia Answers  
 

 1. Henry IV, Part 1 Henry IV, Part 2, The Merry Wives of Windsor 
 2. Henry David Thoreau 
 3. Sinclair Lewis in 1930 
 4. Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe (1719) 
 5. Ragtime 
 6. Walt Whitman 
 7. The Importance of Being Earnest 
 8. Wackford Squeers 
 9. Robert Frost 
10. Emily Dickinson 

Summer 2017 Newsletter Quote: 
 
"It isn’t enough to talk about peace. One must believe in it. And it isn’t enough to believe 
in it. One must work at it.”  
 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
 In a Voice of American broadcast, November 11, 1951 
                   Submitted by Barbara Falini 

 
Thank you to those who 
contributed to the summer 
newsletter. And a special thank 
you to Roberta McManus and 
Jeanne McFeely for making the 
newsletter possible.  
 
Interested in helping with the 
Newsletter? Contact Roberta 
McManus to submit your ideas! 
robertam@zoominternet.net 

Read the Spring 2017 Newsletter by Clicking Here! 
Read the Fall 2016 Newsletter by Clicking Here! 

http://www.immaculata.edu/sites/default/files/file/CLL/documents/Fall%202016%20Newsletter.pdf

